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purely hypothetical, but the important point is that the hypothesis, which in 
part we have seen fully established, is in other respects susceptible of experi- 
mental verification, and may become the point of departure for our study" 

(P- 134)- 

The proposed plan proceeds on lines suggested by this hypothesis. The 
immediate aim is to establish the time at which new mental phenomena 
appear in the life of the child; for example, when imaginative associations are 
first formed, when the first images of internal origin appear, when adjectives 
appear in the utterances, and whether qualities of things are apprehended 
before the things themselves. From this early stage the investigator should 
pass on to the formation of judgments, of abstract ideas, and to the study of 
words without images. Obviously, this project requires the study of minds 
at an extremely early age. A special laboratory, under the charge of Professor 
Bechterew, has been created in St. Petersburg for the systematic study of a 
number of young children. In this Institut Psycho-pSdologique last spring 
four infants were being cared for, and there is good prospect that many more 
will enter. 

Edward M. Weyer. 
Washington and Jefferson College. 

The Value and Dignity of Human Life. By Charles Gray Shaw. Boston, 

Richard G. Badger, 191 1. — pp. 403. 

This disciple of Rudolf Eucken believes that the problem of human life 
arises from the ambiguous position of man in the universe, midway between 
the natural state in which he cannot remain, and the spiritual state toward 
which his striving is directed. History, literature, philosophy, art, and 
religion are to be interpreted in terms of this progress toward the state of 
ideal humanity. Three types of humanity are revealed in this process of 
self-realization — the naturistic, characteristic, and humanistic — corresponding 
to the ethical theories of hedonism and eudaemonism, intuitionism and rigor- 
ism, and the type of humanistic idealism advocated by the author. 

The development of naturism, which begins by defining worth in terms of 
pleasure and pain, but soon finds these inadequate, and next resorts to such 
hedonistic compromises as utilitarianism and evolutionism, which also prove 
inadequate, terminates in eudaemonism. Ancient eudamonism emphasized 
contemplation, whereas modern eudamonism stresses activity. The compari- 
son of Plato, Aristotle, Bacon, Montaigne, Voltaire, Goethe and Kant in this 
connection is masterly, and furnishes an excellent illustration of the erudition 
and interpretative skill that characterize the work as a whole (pp. 141-159). 

Contrasted with naturism, which leads to a sense of 'value' that man 
receives from the world, characteristic ethics reveals, in the capacity of a 
moral character distinct from nature, "the dignity of human life." Though 
the four concepts that are subsumed under human dignity — conscience, 
rectitude, freedom and duty — at first seem external to the individual man, he 
later learns to recognize in them the voice of universal humanity speaking 
within him. 
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Both naturism and characteristic ethics, however, fail to interpret correctly 
the true end of life, which is fully to realize for its own sake a humanity which 
includes within itself, but is not circumscribed by, the values of ethics, art, 
and religion. While neither school has passed beyond these limitations in its 
ethics, both have developed some exponents of a truer life-philosophy, that 
of "major morality." "Major moralists" find their premises in "the univer- 
sal conditions of life" and "the self-affirmation of the soul as the one thing 
needful and valuable," and they realize that "the world is aiming to produce, 
not moralists, but men," while "minor moralists" have confined themselves 
to arranging "the details of conduct for the time," and lack systematic treat- 
ment of the life problem as a whole. Logical as this distinction seems to be, 
it leads to the surprising classification of Plato, Aristotle, Hobbes, Spinoza, 
Shaftesbury, Hume, Schopenhauer, Spencer and Nietzsche in one group as 
"major moralists," in opposition to Socrates, the Stoics and Epicureans, 
Cudworth, Clarke, Butler, Adam Smith, and Kant, who are " minor moralists." 

The philosophy of life presented in the work as a whole is noble; and to 
the present reviewer, in the main convincing. Its most serious limitation, 
perhaps inevitable in an idealistic system, is the vagueness of its supreme 
conception, "humanity," an ideal from which practical guidance in a concrete 
situation could hardly be obtained. Little attempt is made to meet the ar- 
guments of naturalistic philosophers. Perhaps the value of the work as a 
contribution to the theory and history of ethics is to be found in its numerous 
incidental interpretations and criticisms rather than in its metaphysical system 
as a whole. In both respects, however, it deserves the serious attention of 
specialists. Its philosophy of life is lofty and stimulating, and ought to appeal 
to general readers whenever the author presents it in popular form. 

William K. Wright. 
The University of Wisconsin. 

An Introduction to Social Psychology. By William McDougall. London, 
Methuen & Co.; Boston, Luce & Co. Third edition, 1910. — pp. xv, 356. 
An outline of the general features of this book is hardly necessary, as it has 
already become well known, and the new edition contains only two important 
changes — the addition of the "food-seeking impulse" to the list of primary 
instincts (p. 83), and of "remorse" to the complex emotional states involving 
the sentiments (p. 158). Perhaps, however, some impressions derived from 
experience with the work as a text in undergraduate courses may be of interest 
in throwing light upon the successfulness of the book in accomplishing its 
purpose. This purpose, stated in the Preface (p. v), is to provide students of 
all the social sciences "with the minimum of psychological doctrine that is an 
indispensable part of the equipment for work in any of these sciences," and to 
do this without implying previous familiarity with psychological treatises, 
in a way that shall be "intelligible and interesting to any cultivated reader." 
The purpose has, I believe, in the main been successfully accomplished. The 
social science student receives a modern psychological point of view, freed 



